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I have been sorting things on my desk, trying to keep up with the To Do lists.  I have to apologize to Diane, our 
faithful editor, because I found four separate To Do lists with ñPresidentôs Messageò on the top, which means I 
have held up this issue.  

Since the last issue of The Green Sheet, the club had a meeting, which was held after a very pleasant day at the 
Greater Lowell K.C. match in Westford, MA.  Our club members boosted the Irish Setter entry and took several 
top prizes.  It was a good tune up for our specialty two weeks later. 

There are so many people who contributed to the success of our specialty show, obedience and rally trials, 
luncheon and raffle.  The Board, Officers and I want to say, ñThank you so much!ò  Two Irish Setter breeders, 
Barbara Kloss and Eileen McDonald, judged our entry.  We had exhibitors from as far away as Canada, 
Missouri, Ohio and North Carolina.  Thatôs pretty impressive and indicates to me that we are doing things right.  
Unfortunately, we canôt control the weather. 

In the past month, I have attended a meeting of the NESGA (ever since they started holding their Sporting Group 
shows, ISCNE has supported the Irish Setter entry), the Fall Graduation of the NEADS organization (which 
raises, trains and matches service dogs for disabled people, as well as Veterans), and a TarTan Gordon Setter 
hunt test just to see the TarTan folks and enjoy a great fall day.  The Board has voted to support NESGA again, 
which will hold its shows on Memorial Day weekend in Swanzy, N.H.  I discussed the possibility of setting up 
some Birdwork programs with both TarTan and NESGA planners. 

The next General Membership meeting of our club will be held December 4th at the Victoria Station restaurant in 
Salem, MA.  Please plan to join us for our festive holiday get-together, and donôt forget to look around for 
something to bring for the Yankee Swap.   

This reminds me, just thinking about shopping in general, if you enjoy shopping on line and would like to have 
40% of your purchase price go to the ISCA Foundation, you should look into the Yankee Candle fundraiser.  
(This is the brainchild of Debbie Burke who is an Irish Setter breeder and works for Yankee Candle.)  Simply log 
on to www.yankeecandlefundraising.com and sign in with group number 990099513. 

Another item you might be interested in that will benefit the ISCA Foundation is a set of Irish Setter playing cards 
($15.00).  They feature actual dogs owned by ISCA members and can be ordered from Jeanine Wilson. 

Also in December, ISCNE supports the entry for the two Eastern Dog Club shows to be held at the ñBig Eò on 
December 10 and 11, with Kate Seymour judging Irish Setter Sweepstakes for us on Saturday.  Entries close 
November 23rd.  Plan to stop in on Friday and Saturday of that weekend, to have your dogôs photo taken with 
Santa. The photo session is organized to benefit the Take The Lead organization.  Every year the club makes a 
special effort to decorate the rings and officials area; they also have a great basket raffle at these shows.  Weôll 
attempt to rope off an area for the Irish Setter exhibitors to set up together.  Everyone is encouraged to decorate 
for the Holidays. 

 I want to share some information on two events that will occur between now and the next issue of The Green 
Sheet.  On Friday evening, January 6, in conjunction with the Merrimack Valley K.C. shows, Dr. Carmen 
Battaglia will give a free three hour version of his seminar ñBreeding Better Dogs.ò  This is a great opportunity, so 
circle the date on your new 2017 calendar.   

 

http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com


 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ {ƘŜŜǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 

Do you read the Green Sheet from cover to cover?  

Be the first person to contact me with the number of times the word ñ andò was used in the August 2016 

Green Sheet, and you will win a $ 25.00 gift card to Petco! 

The winner will be the first member submitting the correct answer. If the correct answer is not received, the 

names of all members submitting an entry will be entered for a random drawing in order to select a winner. 

Entries will not be accepted until December 1, 2016, in order to give ISCNE members who receive the 

Green Sheet by US mail an equal opportunity to enter the contest. The closing date for submitting an entry 

is December 15, 2016. 

Please send your entry to me via email at EditorGreenSheet@gmail.com or for those without computer 
access, you may leave me a message on my answering machine at 781-344-5857. 
 
Good Luck to everyone and remember, your Irish Setter is counting on you to win the gift card! 

 

Diane d'Entremont  

Editor 
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The Winter Garden Specialties for February 2017 will encompass four specialty shows over three days just before 
Westminster K.C.  I might not ordinarily mention these shows, but the judging panel is quite exceptional.  ISCLI 
will hold two shows on February 10, with David Bell from England and Leigh Hearn from Australia as their 
conformation judges, and EISA will hold obedience and rally trials.  On February 11, Greg Browne from Australia 
will judge for ISCLI, and Judy Bradley will judge for EISA on February 12th.  The location is the Hilton Westchester 
in Rye Brook, NY.  Hotel reservations must be made by calling (914) 939-6300 and using room code WGS17 to 
get the group rate. 

Iôll wrap up with a reminder to look for the December MEMO to Members.  In it, there is a ballot to vote for future 
National Specialty judges.  It also has the RSVP form you will need if you want to register for the Grooming with 
the Stars program to be held on Monday at the National in May at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick, RI.  Are 
you planning to stay there for the show?  Reservations opened on October 20th, but I am sure there is still a room 
for you! Dial in number 401-732-6000, Code ISC.  Donôt forget to start making your training strategy to get your 
redheads ready to compete in Rally in May!  

Have a very Happy Thanksgiving!  I look forward to seeing many of you on December 4th at our meeting.   

 

Nancy 

 

Green Sheet Contest                                          

Presidentõs Message contõd                                       

mailto:EditorGreenSheet@gmail.com
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What is your dogôs favorite toy? 

 

Rita Auprey  Liamôs favorite toy! This tiny     

   cow was his very first toy over 5  

   years ago. No  matter where it is,  

   Liam knows it by name and will find it 

   whether in a toy box or outside or  

   under something! He loves his cow!  

 

Mary Bateman  It's funny, but every single one of my Red Heads have two toys that they  
    love over all the other hundreds of toys they have. #1 on their list is the  
    small hedgehogs. But not just any hedgehog, they have to be the ones that 
    make the weird low pitched sound rather than the typical squeeker sound! 
    Second on all of the Red Heads list is their AKC mallard ducks  that  
    make the honking sound. They all will follow each other around waiting for 
    the opportunity to sneak it away from each other! 
  

Diane dôEntremont   Hannahôs favorite toy is a yellow star with a smiley face made of fleece  
    that she won as a trophy at an obedience trial  - itôs her go to toy. Kellyôs  
    favorite toy is anything that she can tear apart - paper, pens! 

Ann Francoeur  Patrickôs favorite toy is his Red ñGood Cuzò He has several colors but the  

    Red one is his favorite. Grady likes all soft stuffed toys, especially those  

    that squeak.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lois Goepfert   My dogs like soft floppy squeaky toys,  things with long arms/legs that flop a 

    lot when they shake them. 
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What is your dogôs favorite toy? 

 

Jan Mathews   My new puppy Neila has not met a toy or dog bone that she doesn't like!  
    She has so many in her crate, she hardly has room for herself She also  
    loves natural bones. Sheôs very easy to please. 

 

Melissa Suter   Though Keeley does love stuffies, her favorite toys, hands down, are balls. 
    She almost always has one in her mouth or near by ï I canôt tell you how  
    many times I have found them in my bed!! Her other favorite thing (much to 
    my chagrin) is  shredding paper ï usually toilet paper or paper bags!!  
    Seriously, I have tried everything to try and train her out of that without luck! 

 

This is our little Brittany,  Mollyhill's Country Girl, J.H., known to her family & many friends as 

"Ali"....sunning herself on April 29, 2016 in the frontyard, celebrating her 17th Birthday. She was bought 

for our youngest son, Adam, for his high school graduation present in June 1999. Ali got her J.H. title in 4 

straight hunt tests, earning high marks on each.  She was a wonderful pheasant dog, hunting with Adam 

each yr. in MA., CT. and N.Y.  She had a wonderful Summer but was peacefully put to sleep at Home on 

Oct. 1, 2016 at the age of 17 yrs. 5 months.   She was a very obedient and kind & sweet member of our 

family and we all miss her greatly.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memorium                              by Susan Watson 
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Staff Writers, AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB 
Dec 03, 2015 
 
 
As dog owners, itôs not uncommon to want to spoil your four-legged family members by sharing table 
scraps or your favorite snack with them. After all, if it is safe for you to eat, it must be OK for them as well, 
right? Not necessarily. While many human foods, especially fruits and vegetables, are perfectly safe, 
some are very unhealthy and downright dangerous to dogs. Dogs digest differently than humans, and 
eating the wrong foods can lead to long-term health problems and, in extreme cases, even death.  As 
carnivores, they have no need for fruits and vegetables as part of their diet, but an occasional fruit or 
veggie as a treat is OK. 
 

But that doesnôt mean all human food is off limits for dogs. Read below to find out which fruits and 
vegetables are OK for sharing in moderation and which should be kept on your plate. 
 
Fruits & Vegetables 
 
Apples ï Yes. Apples are an excellent source of vitamins A and C, as well as fiber for your dog. They are 
low in protein and fat, making them the perfect snack for senior dogs. Just be sure to remove the seeds 
and core first. Try them frozen for an icy warm weather snack.  

Bananas ï Yes. In moderation, bananas are a great low-calorie treat for dogs. Theyôre high in potassium, 
vitamins, biotin, fiber, and copper. They are low in cholesterol and sodium, but because of their high 
sugar content, bananas should be given as a treat, not part of your dogôs regular diet.  

Watermelon ï Yes. Itôs important to remove the rind and seeds first, as they can cause intestinal 
blockage, but watermelon is otherwise safe for dogs. Itôs full of vitamin A, B-6, and C, as well as 
potassium. Watermelon is 92 percent water, so itôs a great way to keep your dog hydrated on hot summer 
days. 

Grapes ï No. Grapes and raisins have proved to be very toxic for dogs no matter the dogôs breed, sex, 
or age. In fact, grapes are so toxic that they can lead to acute sudden kidney failure. Definitely skip this 
dangerous treat.  

Strawberries ï Yes. Strawberries are full of fiber and vitamin C. Along with that, they also contain an 
enzyme that can help whiten your dogôs teeth as he or she eats them. They are high in sugar though, so 
be sure to give them in moderation.  

Oranges ï Yes. Small dogs can have up to 1/3 of a full-size orange, while large dogs can eat the whole 
thing. While the peel isnôt toxic to them, vets recommend tossing the peel and just giving your dog the 
inside of the orange, minus the seeds, as the peel is much more rough on their digestive systems than 
the fleshy inside of the orange. 

Blueberries ï Yes. Blueberries are a superfood rich in antioxidants, which prevent cell damage in 
humans and canines alike. Theyôre packed with fiber and phytochemicals as well. Teaching your dog to 
catch treats in the air? Try blueberries as an alternative to store-bought treats.  

 

http://www.akc.org/learn/dog-health/human-foods-dogs-can-and-cant-eat/
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 Carrots ï Yes. Carrots are an excellent low-calorie snack that is high in fiber and beta-carotene, which 
produces vitamin A. Plus, crunching on the orange snacks is great for your dogôs teeth.  

Tomatoes ï No. While the ripened fruit of the tomato plant (the red part humans normally eat) is 
generally considered safe for dogs, the green parts of the plant contain a toxic substance called solanine. 
While a dog would need to eat a large amount for it to make him or her sick, itôs better to skip tomatoes 
all together just to be safe. 

Pineapple ï Yes. A few chunks of pineapple is a great sweet treat for dogs as long as the prickly outside 
is removed first. The tropical fruit is full of vitamins, minerals, and fiber. It also contains bromelain, an 
enzyme that makes it easier for dogs to absorb proteins.  

Avocado ï No. While avocado may be a healthy snack for dog owners, it should not be given to dogs at 
all. The pit, skin and leaves of avocados contain Persin, a toxin that often causes vomiting and diarrhea 
in dogs. The fleshy inside of the fruit doesnôt have as much Persin as the rest of the plant, but it is still too 
much for dogs to handle.  

Broccoli ï Yes, but only the stems. The bushy head of broccoli contains the toxin Isothiocyanate, which 
can create gastrointestinal issues, but the stems are Isothiocyanate-free. When eaten in moderation, 
broccoli stems give a nice boost of vitamin C and fiber and can even help dogs clean their teeth. 

Mushrooms ï No. Wild mushrooms can be toxic for dogs. While only 50 to 100 of the 50,000 mushroom 
species worldwide are known to be toxic, the ones that are can really hurt your dog or even lead to death. 
Washed mushrooms from the supermarket could be OK, but itôs better to be safe than sorry; skip out on 
the fungi all together.  

Cucumbers ï Yes. Cucumbers are especially good for overweight dogs, as they hold little to no 
carbohydrates, fats, or oils and can even boost energy levels. Theyôre loaded with vitamins K, C, and B1, 
as well as potassium, copper, magnesium, and biotin.  

Celery ï Yes. In addition to vitamins A, B, and C, this crunchy green snack contains the nutrients needed 
to promote a healthy heart and even fight cancer. As if that wasnôt enough, celery also known to freshen 
doggy breath.  

Onions ï No. Onions, leeks, and chives are part of a family of plants called Allium that is poisonous to 
most pets, especially cats. Eating onions can cause your dogôs red blood cells to rupture, and can also 
cause vomiting, diarrhea, stomach pain, and nausea. Poisoning onions is more serious in Japanese 
breeds of dogs such as Akitas and Shiba Inus, but all dogs are very susceptible to it.  

Pears ï Yes. Pears are a great snack because theyôre high in copper, vitamins C and K, and fiber. Itôs 
been suggested that eating the fruit can reduce the risk of having a stroke by 50 percent. Just be sure to 
cut pears into bite-size chunks and remove the pit and seeds first, as the seeds contain traces of cyanide. 

Potatoes ï Yes. Itôs fine to give your dog plain potatoes every once and a while, but only if theyôre 
cooked, as raw potatoes can be rough on the stomach. A washed, peeled, plain boiled, or baked potato 
contains lots of iron for your pet. Avoid mashed potatoes because they often contain butter, milk, or 
seasonings. 

http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/akita/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
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Cherries ï No. With the exception of the fleshy part around the seed, cherry plants contain cyanide and 
are toxic to dogs. Cyanide disrupts cellular oxygen transport, which means that your dogôs blood cells 
canôt get enough oxygen. If your dog eats cherries, be on the lookout for dilated pupils, difficulty 
breathing, and red gums, as these may be signs of cyanide poisoning.  

Peaches ï Yes. Small amounts of cut-up peaches are a great source of fiber and vitamin A, and can 
even help fight infections, but just like cherries, the pit does contain cyanide. As long as you completely 
cut around the pit first, fresh peaches can be a great summer treat ï just not canned peaches, as they 
usually contain high amounts of sugary syrups.  

Asparagus ï No. While asparagus isnôt necessarily unsafe for dogs, thereôs really no point in giving it to 
them. Itôs too tough to be eaten raw, and by the time you cook it down so itôs soft enough for dogs to eat, 
asparagus loses the nutrients it contains. If youôre determined to give your dogs vegetables, go for 
something that will actually benefit them. 

Sweet potatoes ï Yes. Sweet potatoes are packed with nutrients, including fiber, beta carotene, and 
vitamins B-6 and C. Just like with regular potatoes, only give your dog washed, peeled, cooked, and 
unseasoned sweet potatoes that have cooled down, and definitely avoid sugary sweet potato pies and 
casseroles.  

Raspberries ï Yes. Raspberries are fine in moderation. They contain antioxidants that are great for 
dogs. Theyôre low in sugar and calories, but high in fiber, manganese, and vitamin C. Raspberries are 
especially good for senior dogs because they have anti-inflammatory properties, which can help take pain 
and pressure from joints. However, they do contain slight amounts of the toxin Xylitol, so limit your dog to 
less than a cup of raspberries at a time. 

Mango ï Yes. This sweet summer treat is packed with four, yes four different vitamins: vitamins A, B6, C, 
and E. They also have potassium and both beta-carotene and alpha carotene. Just remember, as with 
most fruits, to remove the hard pit first, as it contains small amounts of cyanide and can become a 
choking hazard.  

 
  

ISCNE Library                             by Tegan Murray 

Please contact me if you would like to borrow anything from the I.S.C.N.E. library. We have books and 
DVDs on health, training, showing, etc. 
 
Also, if you have anything sitting around collecting dust that you 
would like to share with others, please feel free to contact me to 
make a donation to the library. 
 
Thanks! 
 
tegan.mckippenirishsetters@gmail.com  
617-868-3018   home   
617-676-8686   cell 

mailto:tegan.mckippenirishsetters@gmail.com
tel:617-868-3018
tel:617-676-8686
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A Therapy Dog Can "Sniff" The Need and Respond In Kind: 
 
This is being written as quickly as I can, but I have changed the story line due to something that 
happened yesterday afternoon. 

Mythological Windswept Georgia Rule is my 3 year old therapy dog. She is still learning how to take over 
"Saint" Ruby's shoes, but is doing a phenomenal job!  She is so rock steady with adolescents with severe 
autism and other difficulties.  She blows my mind with her ability to calm the children.  However, Georgia 
is the life of the party at weekly training class!  When she enters the room all dogs come alive and tails 
begin to wag furiously!  Georgia helps me more and more working with difficult dogs in my behavioral 
career. She is beginning to understand when a dog needs help with Heeling and not pulling on a 
leash.  Perhaps she learned from Ruby.  She will do things such as  beginning to press into another dog 
to bring them closer into Heel position and then will calmly walk with them in the proper place.  She will 
come with me to a dog who is aggressive and she becomes the most calm dog you have ever 
seen.  Within a few moments, the other dog has begun to calm. But Georgia is not the dog I want to talk 
about. 
 
I have a new Red.  Mythological Windswept Adventures of Madeline, came into my life unexpectedly the 
beginning of December.  I had planned to wait a year after Ruby's passing to get another girl from my 
breeder. 

However, life throws us curves and  I received a call from Cassie Allen asking me if I wanted a girl now 
after all.  Cassie felt this dog was one I should have. For whatever reason, (sanity left the building!), I said 
yes and went to pick up Maddie.  She was incredibly stable from the moment we began the drive home 
from Ohio.  She spent the first several hours, lying in her crate, just intently watching me.  What a dream 
she was on the trip.  Stable stable stable pup! What a delight! 

Georgia, Madeline and I settled back home with our older toy poodle, Tiffany, and life was great for the 
first few days.  Then the bad things began to happen. Maddie was attacked by 4 dogs in separate 
incidents before she turned 6 months of age.  None of the attacks were caused by her.  Cassie had 
raised a very dog savvy puppy who read good body language. Unfortunately we do tend to have too 
many aggressive dogs here in the Northeast with owners who cannot control them or who have not 
trained them.  Maddie went from being an incredibly stable confident pup to being a pup who would 
suddenly hit the ground, shaking in fear from a sudden noise.  It was dreadful watching her, considering 
these are behaviors I am called upon to fix every day from client dogs. This was my own dog who I was 
not able to keep safe.  The guilt was overwhelming.  I finally called Cassie to let her know what had 
happened to Madeline.  Two of the attacks required vet visits and one dog was quarantined. 

My intelligent sweet pup had become an anxious nervous "afraid of the world" pup.  I began to see a few 
behavioral problems, which we worked on ASAP.  Slowly Maddie's sweetness is returning.  Slowly her 
confidence is returning.  I see more and more of a bit of normal 7 month old behavior coming out. 
I work with a vibration collar to teach her to Recall, as my biggest fear is she will bolt when she is afraid.  I 
use a calm voice and lots of slow steady stroking as praise.  I believe it will take about a year to bring her 
along. 

Yesterday I ran into a couple of clients with their dog at the park.  Harry was thrilled to see the two Red 
girls so we let all three dogs play ball in the field.  This was the first time I have had Madde off leash at  
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the park with all the people and other dogs - she did awesome!  Georgia was just Georgia - awesome! 
A couple of times I asked the husband to hold onto Maddie for a moment while I worked with their 
dog.  He never seemed to mind.  The three dogs played, we all laughed and life was good. I received a 
call today from the wife. She shared the following story. 

When her husband had held onto Maddie at one point,  Maddie stood up and hugged him as they do.  All 
of a sudden, very quietly, she drew her head back from him.  He said she watched him intently for a 
moment, and then slowly began to sniff around his head.  She again looked at him intently and then 
buried her head into his shoulder.  Not the normal young exuberant Red dog hug, but a gentle laying of 
her head on his shoulder. She knew what I did not "see". 

 He had just come from a visit to his childhood home.He had been raped repeatedly as a young boy, by a 
local pedophile. To this day he is still in therapy and avoids the visits home as much as he can. Going 
home was very difficult for him as the memories came flooding back. He was very depressed until  
Maddie did what she did.  He told his wife he understood for the first time how much more a therapy dog 
is than just a handler introducing a therapy dog and moving on from person to person. 

Maddie is going to need a lot of work over the next year.  I saw the potential on her on that first ride 
home.  Gandolf seems to father these incredibly sensitive pups that make the best therapy dogs.  And I 
think Maddie has the ability to read and understand true need.  Yes, every time she acts as a normal 
adolescent Irish Setter, I am thrilled.  Because underneath all of the insecurities, anxiousness, and such - 
there is so much talent and love just beginning to come out.  And she senses who needs her and what to 
do.  All I can do is watch in awe and continue to understand why I have had a love affair with this breed 
for over fifty years. Therapy Dogs Rock!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Madeline (front in orange collar) and Georgia 
 


